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by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, August 12, 1988
On Aug. 10, the Honduran armed forces public relations office in Tegucigalpa reported that 26
members of the Nicaraguan army deserted their posts and sought refuge in Honduran territory
on Aug. 7. The deserters, accompanied by 115 family members, reportedly turned themselves over
to Honduran officers on the banks of the Segovia River, Gracias a Dios department. According
to reports by the deserters, they returned to Nicaragua from a refugee camp in Honduras in
May. The repatriation was voluntary, organized by the UN High Commission for Refugees and
the Nicaraguan government. The deserters said they had been misled, and that the government
in Managua did not provide food, clothing and housing as promised. Instead, the deserters
complained, when they arrived in Nicaraguan communities close to the border with Honduras,
they suffered mistreatment and were put in uniform, equipped and armed by the Sandinista Army,
and told to act as a security force and to harass Honduras [presumably the Honduran military]
in the region of the Coco and Segovia rivers. According to the military communique, on Aug. 9
the Fifth Infantry Battalion under the command of Col. Eric Sanchez, placed the deserters and
their families under the jurisdiction of the UN High Commission in the Mosquitia region. The
communique added that the deserters brought with them a large quantity of war materiel which
was "requisitioned by the Honduran military." (Basic data from AP, 08/10/88)
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